What goods did the Portuguese hope to gain access to by sailing along and around the coast of Africa?
What ethnic groups provided knowledge and abilities that made Portuguese exploration possible?

What was the role of the Portuguese state in exploration?  How was exploration related to religious issues?  In what cases were Portuguese efforts foiled by African resistance?  How did the Portuguese end up initiating and participating in the lucrative trans-Atlantic slave trade?
Dear Students,

In the Anderson and Cayton chapter on Champlain, we read about the exploration and colonization efforts of the Spanish, French, English and Dutch.  The Portuguese also played a major role in the colonization of the New World, where they concentrated their efforts on Brazil.  Even before the New World was discovered for the Europeans by Columbus, the Portuguese were involved in a long-term project of exploration along and around the coast of Africa.  Those explorations ended up, over time, touching off the slave trade that brought millions of captive Africans to the New World.
By 11.59 PM on Friday, February 19, you are to hand in a two-to three-page paper that explores these Portuguese projects.  Your paper should touch on all of the questions that are presented above.  You should write at least to the bottom of page two and may go on to page three if you wish. In no case should you go beyond page three. 12 point, double spaced, with extra spacing between the paragraphs removed.  I want one well-formed essay, not separate answers to each of the questions.  Your paper is an overview of Portuguese exploration and its consequences, based on the Fage reading.  Give page numbers occasionally so I will know where in the article you got your information, like this:  (Fage, p. 230).  No need to give bibliographic info for Fage at the end of your paper, since I know the source.  Cite and paraphrase sparingly.  I do not want a cut-and-paste paper of quotes and paraphrases strung together.  I want an essay that shows you can argue forcefully on the basis of what you have learned from the reading assigned.

The assignment is worth 5 points.

Joseph Cartolano
